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Foy .our light our which is but for a moment, 
wrketh for ns a fargmore exceeging and Eter / 1 of 

of Glory. [/— W Le T= Sg as 
- 18 - While wee 100k not at the things which are ſeen, but gt 
the things which are not ſeen, || — Sos Fs he] 


Xx" Bo on 
NFIARza X His whole chapter ſpend's it ſelf in 
©) three things: 1 Firſt of all, the A- 

Ha? poſtleſcr's forth his diligence and 

T. Jeithfulneſs in the Miniſterie of the 
eg . Goſpell : Fee faint nt v. 1. there is 
FO his diligence : Wee preach not our 


MA : i nr og Chriſt Feſus the Lord, v, 5, Soum Minifte- 
there is his fair 


hi lneſs. Nor doth this ſe/f-praiſe, this - = 
(. oppoſed to the detraRtions of ſom. malignant ſpirits datum «lie 
too tog aRive In thoſe dayes ) misbecom the humili. 19% ma%ime 
tic. of an Apoſtle : eſpecially his expreflions being Lerias ranks ti 
Colned al Tmegned with ſo much pietie, and mo- bg 
deftie : hu piexte appeareth inthar hee artributeth all to Effin oft, 
> 15'S | mercie Hom. in loc.. 
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| _ js in mercie: that he had this Miniſterie, it is a mercic: that 
” he fainted not in this Miniſtcrie,itis likewiſe a mercie : 
his medeſtie is manifeſt, 1nthar hee. doth not ſingle our 
himſelt as the ſolitarie fubje& of this commendation, 
2 Cor. 12. 12, but pointeth at others, who wrought the work of the Lord 
Tded ſcribir £9en as he did, &r walked inthe ſame Spirit, & inthe ſame 
hzc omnia ſteps with him. Therefore 1s it that he ſpeaketh plurally ; 
pry PIL= wee faint not, wee preach not our,ſelvs. 
gm 2 Intheſecondplace hee removeth the ſcandall of 
the Croſs, which is the conſtant Genjzs of the Goſpell: 


this cauſ (among others ) bee called the preaching of 
the Croſs: when 1Melancthos had ſaid that the preach- 
ing of the Goſpell was 4rs artium . ſcientia ſcientiarum, 
the Art of Arts, the Science of Sciences : Luther told 
him, he might rather ſay, that it was miſeriamiſeriaram, 
the miſerie of miſeries; yetisnot the milerie ſo great as 
to overwhelm us ; northe Croſs fo heavie as to fink 
us : for ſaiththe Apoſtle, though wee bee troubled, and 
troubled on everie fide, yet not d:ftreſſed. v. 8. 

3 Inthethird place hee furniſheth us with ſundry 
Arguments exciting us z which ( if you pleaſ) you may 
likewiſe call grounds of comfort,cnabling us to bear the 
Croſs, with patience, alacrity and chearfullneſs. Two 
of theſe arguments you have in, thetwo yerſes F have 
read unto you, which Iam fo to recommend to- 


you at this time, becauſ the worthy Gentlewoman, 
whoſc funerall wee now-attend on, made great uſe of 
them, and received much comfortfrom themin her 
life time, SEEITITES R 
A4 Hir 


inſomuch as the preaching of the Goſpell may f6r 


= 


' in this ſhee fainted et, becauſ here was her cordiall, 
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Her Life was a checkerworth of proſperity 8& adverſity; 


ſhee knew that her sff7ictions were light and tranſitory, 

and that they wrought for her, a farr more excceding, 

and eternal weight of Glory : in that ſhee ſwelled ner , 

becauſ here was her Antidete, Shce looked xot at the 

things that are ſeen, but at thethings that are not ſeen. Be- 

ſides the two arguments in the text, there bee divers 0- 

thers (as I hinted )inthe Context, they are cloſely 

and artificially woven together: the time will not per- 

mit mee to unravel them. Only this I would note, 

that this congeries, this heap of arguments, to confirm 

our Faith and Patience under the Croſs, doth infinuate 

2 ropenſitie in our nature toſhrink from itz Weak- 

nel in our nature ready -to ſink under it, A 

man will not put himſelf tothe coſt and trouble ta 

underprop an hou, till hee diſcover ſomthing, that 

maketh him diftruſt the ſtrength of it, and fear it's 

ruine, The Apoſtle nodoubt had obſerved that ewr. 2 Cor. s. r. 

earthly honſ hath a bowing wall, and that cauſeth him 

to pitch up theſe buttreſſes againſt it. 7f *bow faint inthe erov, 24; 102. 
day of adverſity, thy firength s fmal, laith the wiſe So- 

lomon.So ſmal would the ſtrength of every living man 

bee found to bee,if hee were not ſhoared up by the pati- 

ence and comfort of the Scriptures. Wee can bee con- 

rentro fit down with Chriſt in Tabor, the mount of his Corregnare 

Transfiguration, and ſay it #5 good for us to bee here, But <vpiunt, fed 

if wee once ſee him on Ca/varie,the mount of his paſ- Bern, in los. | 

ſion, then wee think it high time to forſake him, ar leaſt | 

a point of prudence to fans alvof from him : = = 
ale 


Rom. 15. 4- 


| 


| 
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baſe, cowardly, corrupt nature ready to crie out with 


2 Kings. 6.19. the ſervant of the man of God, when hee ſaw the. * 


City encompaſſed with Horſes and Chariots, zac, 
my Maſter how ſhall wee dot or with Petcr to Chriſt, 
Maſter pitie thy ſelf, Chriſt's harmes are not the leſs for 
thy hazards , neither will the ſervice thou doeſt- un. 
to Chriſt, bce the greater by thy ſafferivgs for him. 
is it not good ſleeping ina whole ſkin £ this I ſuppoſe 
is the language of weak nature, till it bee both betcer 
7 and fortified by Grace, But tocom to the 

ext, Therein I have told. you, wee finde two argu» 
ments of comfort to afflited Saints. 

1. The firſt is drawn from the glorious effect of their 
afflictions : they work their Glory, and here the com- 
fort is much advancedt.by oppoſing E/ory to Affiittion, 
2. a weight of Glory to heht affliction, 3. an Erernall 
Glory, to Momentante afflition. 

2 Theſccond is drawnfrom the gractous diſpoſition of 
the perſons afflited, wee look not at the things that are 
ſcen &c. ' and that you may ſee the diſpolalls of grace 
are moſt rationall, hee annexeth a verie good-regſon 
why the Saints /vok not at the things that are ſeen ec. For 
the things that are ſeen are temporall. 1 begin with the 
firſt, and the Pe&trine upon which I ſhall infiſt is this. 

onr afflitions work our Glory. , 
Other things I ſhall rouch upon in the uſe of.-this. 


Onr Afﬀfidtions (1 lay ) Work onr Glory. A ſtrange ps- 


radox ! an abſolute riddle ! which flcſh and blood 
can never prove an Ocdipus to unfold, what ? can bit- 


rerneſs work ſweetneſs ? can clouds and gloomynels 
work 


_ M_ — ez. 
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work ſerenity and clearnels ? can ſtorms and tempeſts 
work ablefſed calm? can darkneſs work light can 
death work life © can hell work heaven? ſo it is; fo 
in effet our Apoſtle affirmeth: Owr afflition worketh 
ezr Glory, Toaclear apprehenfionof this truth, I ſhall 
endeavor to lead you by ſeverall fteps. : 

1. They are only the Seints affliFions that work HT MIA 
their glory. As torthe'Wicked, affligtion cometh up- one filiorum 
on them armed wich the ſting of divine vengeance, 2 #mindive- 
and it worketh net glory, but (hame and confuſion for Impiorum af- 
them. 1 verily belecy there bee many poor ſouls thar flo  veluri 
f:]1 under this ſad delufion ; they think that becauſ — 
tiey ſuffer affliction here, they ſhall not incur Jammnati- plicia,nifi reti- 
on |:ercafter. Surely, ſay theſe fools in their heart, P!c#"r. idew. 
God is more mercifullthan to inflit a double hell upon 
us: to whom I would reply, ſurely God is more pure, 
holy,and righteous than to admit an impenitent, unbe- 
| leeving finnerinto heaven. It is a merciefar exccedi 
thy deſert, that God hath reprieved thee from hell ſo 
long : Knoweſt thou not ( 0 man ) that his patience and 32-24. 
long ſuffering leadeth thee to repentance 2 the which if 
thou hardeneſt thy heart againſt, continuing in thy fin 
and unbelief, all thy ſufferings here, if they were ten 
thouſand times more, ſhall not ſave thee from hell 
kereafter. It may bee you will ſay, it is confeſſed ponbr. 
that the wicked have no part nor lotin the comfort of 
this doctrine ; but may it not bee doubted whether 
the affliRions of all the Saints ſhall work their Glory? 
isthis a general privilege ? or is it Paul's Peculiar 2 or 
ſuch eminent Chriſtians -1 hee was ? if wee —_ 

r 
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ſuffer for Chriſt, for the Goſpell, for righteouſneg, 
then might our affliaions work our Glory : but you 
cuivis contingit. It is not youchſafed to eyerie one fo 
to ſuffer. 
Wee need go no further than the text for 
the reſolution of this doubt: The Apoſtle ſaith not 
My afflition worketh for mee; but &vr afflitions: work 
for us. Hee excludeth not azy believer from the like 
comfortable effeR of afflition with himſelf. All the 
Saints may challenge a ſpeciall proprietie in affliction 
according to their charterthey may ſay, all things are 
ours: and as for ſufferings they are expreſly ſet down 
as 4 part of the portion which Chriſt hath bequeathed 
them : To you #t is given n0t only tobeliey, but alſo to 
ſafer : and with the portiox hee alwaies giveth grace to 
improve it: hence all things work together for our good: 
and our chaſtiſements yield us the peaceable fruit of righte- 
ouſneſs + ſweet fruit may ſpring from a bitter root. 
2. It is not from the »atare of affliction it ſelf, that 
glory is wrought by it for the Saints : alas, what can 
affliction do of it ſelf 2 it cannot work a man's conver - 
ſion, much leſs can it work a man's Glorification ; it can- 
not open the heart to God, yea rather it exaſperate*s,,and 
fhar's the heart againſt God ;how then canit open Hea- 
ven to man ? The Ordinances are othergates things, 
tban afflictions are : yetit is not in them,ofthemſelys, 
to ſave us. TY 
3. Iris not from the merit ofafflition thatir work- 


noſtris gloria ethour Glory: for the Apoſtle preſent's it not as an u#- 


certain opinion,butas an wndoubted Concluſion,thar there 
is no compariſon between our afflition & our Glory, 
 Aoifouey 
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ou T reckon ſaith hee Rom. 8.18. 1 that have tafte 
both of preſent ſof rings. of future Glory, I reckon thatthe 
ſufferings of this preſent life, are not worthy to bee compared 
zo the Glory that ſhall bee revealed in us. Whatis a ſtorm 
in our yolage tothe infinitely ric> treaſure wee fhall 
g2inat our landing 2 what are the waters of this Iarzd- Non tanti ſour 
flood, though they ſwell never ſo high, to that Ocean Jaiones ad 
of blefledneſs wherein wee ſhall bee ſwallowed up * collatz quants 
what is acloud to the Sun? Though at preſent it darken 79% gurruia 
the face of our whole horizon : whar is preſent light, pg lem 3hid. 
momentany affliion, to the future weight of Glory? 
here is nothing then thar our Romiſh Sophiſts can ra- 
tionally improve to the eſtabliſhment of Merit. 
4 Afflictions may bee ſaid ro work our Glory, as; ,, _,. 

they are the unavoidable way,that we muſt paſs through ir3 Bera. 
to Glory. the wayto Canaan lyeth throogh the red ſea, & Heming : 
and a vaſt howling wilderneſs ; the wayto Zion lyerh 0895carur 
through the valley of Baca, that is, of Melberry-irees, ad gloriam 
which delighting in a drie ſoyl, that place by reaſon Dial, 84. 6. 
of droughtgbecame ( as the Greek render's it )Javalley © 
of tears to the weary, fainting paſſenger : and really 
our life 15a very Raca,a valley of tears, That valley the 
Pſalmiſt ſpeake's of was not ſothick ſet with 3alberry- raubuare 
zrees,as our life with difficulties, which wee muſt paſs $1, Theta, 
through,before wee can arrive at the heavenly Mount. in pſalm. 
:hronzh tribulation, and much tribulation ( it is not wee 
may, but ) we muſt enter into the kingdom of heayen: AQ. 14. 22. 
Straight u the gate and narrow ts the way that leadeth unto 
life :if wee decline the Croſs we ſhall miſs the Crown: _ 7 
Chriſt himſelf went to heaven no other way , Hee ***# 5: 

ſuffered and ſo entred into ” Glory : He drank of the brook 
| - . 


in 
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in the way, therefore did Hee lift up his Bead, Pal, 
110. laſt verl, 

5. Afflictions for Chriſt (which are mainly intended 
here ) may bee ſaid to work our Glory, not only be- 
cauſ they are #he ordinary way,through which wee muſt. 
paſs to Glory; but becauf Glory is 4 weceſſary conſe- 
qaent of afflition for Chriſt : a manmay ſomtimes be 
in the way to this. or that place, and yet never com 
there: but inthe way of affliction for Chriſt wee ſhall 
never tire; wee ſhall never com ſhort : when the 
ſeed of the word hath taken ſuch root, thar the ſcorch- 
ing of the Sun will not cauſ it to wither away, but ra- 
ther ripeneth it, you may bee ſure there is ſomthing 
for the barn. 

Mat. 5. 11. Bleſſed aye you when men ſhall revile you, 
anl per ſecut: you,and ſhall ſay all manner of ev.ll againſt you 
falſly for my ſake, Rejoice and bee exceeding glad, for great 
is your.reward in Heaven. would have youtotake great 
notice of that little word, «; it fignifieth as much as if 
hee had ſaid, youthat ſuffer in this way, you are as ſure 
of heaven, as if you were in heaven already. By the 
way forget not this, That Hypoerites and wicked per- 
ſons cannot bee truly ſaid to ſuffer for Chriſt. They 


See this whole may pretend to it, and wee may imagine they do ſo, 


buſineſs cxcel- 


but really there is.no ſuch thing - Fndas no doubt ſuf- 
fered much with the reſt of the .Ypoſtles. but who 


& in ſpir. dare ſay his end was 45 pure, his affettiens as holy inhis 


ſufferings, as theirs were * no, no, it was his 7»tereſt 
that hce ſuffered for : Hee had an officeghee dearly liked 
and loved, hce bore the bag ; hee could bee _ 

| ur 
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ſuffer much ratherthan ler go that: hee was not likely 
to gain the like preferment in any other ſociety : it was 
the bag, not Chriſt or his treeth that hee ſuffered for, 
The like may wee ſay of all hypocrites, but the time 
will com when they ſhall bee #xcaſed, and thoſe, that 
have too good an opinion of them for the preſent, 
#ndeceived. 

Now-I ſuppoſe you apprehend the point, in a 
good meaſure cleared ; yer mee thinks the Emphaſis of 


the word is not drawn forth : it is the ſame word uſed »«lyy4245. 


by the Apoſtlein that famous exhortation, Phil. 2.12. 


Work ous your own ſalvation, It carrieth in it ſomthing com: in loc. 


ofeffc.encie: the meritorius eſficiencie which Aquinas 
and Eſtivs pitch upon, wee have juſtly rejeged: (and 


rodo Eſtivs no wrong upon the matter hee doth reje Non ex natu- 


it. hi ſ = : ri paſſhonum 
it.himſclf. Ohow great is the prevalencic of trueth, [7 Pann» 


her adverſaries are forced to ſpeak for her many times, tuarate &c. 


when they are deſigned by the Father of lies, and their 
own carnall intereſt to ſpeak againſt her. )nor can wee 


attribute toir ( which would hee more than that ) Ephef, 2. 55 


the principall efficiencie, for that is only the free grace 
of God; By grace are yee ſavea;but an inſtrumental effi 
ciencie we may with ſafety. yet here roo wee muſt take 
it asan inſtrument of the meaver ſort(for who knoweth 
not that there may bee inſtruments cf divers forts, uſe- 


full ina different degree to the producing of the ſame 4, .e. 


work ) for faith is the prime inſtrument, By grace are yee 
ſavedghrough faith , but( I ſay ) aniſtrumentality in 
ſom ſort wce may, wee mmſ# grant it, how elſe can ic 
beeſaid to work ? 

6. Thercfore affliction may bee ſaid to work Glo- 


Iy ; 


7 
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- Przparantur Glory, 45 4n inſtrument in the hand of grace, whereby 
Arocaremcn God fit's and prepare's us for Glory. The word amongſt 
communibus the ſeayenty Interpreters , ſignificth * rem expolire ) 
human! B*"©* 20 ſo0oth or poliſh athing, wee are the living ſtones which 
Calv. 1. God {moot heth and poliſheth with afflition, thar hee 
7 Per. 2.4 May make us pillars in his houſ, With aſflition he fi- 
bonoZorobar Ieth off our ruſt;purificth us from our drols;beateth us 
purificar, cli- our of the huſk ; racketh us from our lees ; purgeth us 
= &= 14 = from vicious humors : ina word, without aflition wee 
8. © canhardly bceſanRified here, andthen Iam ſure wee 
can hardly bee ſaved hereafter. This being the 
main thing, it would bee ſpoken to with more diſtin. 
neſs therefore. 

1. Afficions have a work in reference to rhe world, 
from which they wean us; juſt, as the tender mother 
layeth wormwood upon her nipples, when ſhe would 
wean her child, ſo our heavenly Father cmbitter's the 
breaſts of our earthly comforts, that wee may not 
overlove them. 

2. Aſfitions have a work in reference to ſip, t. 

Jo.9.6. they diſcover fin, they are like the clay and ſpirtle, 
Oculos quo> which our lleſſed Lord made uſe of in opening the 
-—- ) hog eyes of the blind man, pain openeth thoſe eyes, which 
rit. Greg. {in ſhutreth. if they be bound in fetters, and holden in cords 
Job. 36. 8.9. of afflifFion, then hee ſheweth them their work, and their 

tranſereſſions, that they have exceeded. 2. they reftrain 

fin :they are as an hedg of thorns inthe way of ini- 

quity. 7 will hedg ap thy way with thorus, Hol, 2. 6, 

what way, but the way of their finfull converſation 3 

ſpinas vocat wirh what thorns, but ſcm hard, ſharp, heart-picrcing 
canta lamitics ? theſe God bring'sthick and threefold up- 
on 
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vpon an obſtinate fanner: thus God hedgeth in the ingentem que 
way of the prond with foin ſhamefull diſhonor:the way ['i<»: neque 
of the coverows with loſſes in his eſtate : the way of the (6 Telnt 
prodigall with. extream poverty : the way of the multirudinem 
arunkard and adulterer with decay in their reputation, {,1&mndn 
wealth, health, ſtrength : or it may bee hee ſendeth gerer.Guadelup 
ſom more ſpiritual! affljtions, and hedgeth up the 2 !0c- 

way of all theſe ſinners with the pricking, ſtinging 
horrors of an accuſing conſcience. 

3. They convert us from ſin : how _ can ſay with 
David. it & good for mee to bee in trouble, that I may leary Para and 
thy righteous judgements | and again, before Twas afflifted Pill. 119, Ac 
1 went aſtray: but now have 1 ke pt thy word. God is plea-, 
ſedto ſtyle himſclf the ſhepheard of his people,Chiiſt jo. 70% £3 
is the great and good ſhepheard, Now affliction is his 1. Per. 2. 25. 
hook, or rather his Doz,which, when wee liſten not to 
his whiſile, hee ſendeth out to ferch us in from our 
wanderings, Hee had whiſtled long to Manaſſeh, and 
hee regarded not, at laſt he ſendeth out his Dog, cauſ- 
eth a great affliction to faſten upon him, and that re- 
claimeth him. 

3. Afflitions have a work in reference to. our gras 
ces, as Faith, Patience, Self-deniall, humilitie : all which 
were exercized by them, whenit was revealed to St 
7ohkn, that the beaft having ſeaven heads and tenhorns 
(Rev.13.v.7)bad power given him to make Warr with 
the Saints, and to overcom them, ( which ſom apply 
tothoſe many bloody perſecutions of the Chriſtian 
Church under the heathenifh Romane Empire) imme- 
diately hee cries out ( v. 10. ) Here is the patience and 

Faith of the Saints, as if hee had ſaid, here, hereis 
matter 
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matter for thoſe excellent graces to bee exercized a- 
bour. | 
4. Afficions have a work in reference to our duties, 
unto which they quicken us z for inſtance; when our 
prayers are empty, cold, forinall, and not very plenti- 
full, God ſendeth- an affliction, and that maketh us 
ſeek him both early and earneZly: when perſons are in 
a ſwoun, wee nip, and pinch them; caſt cold water in- 
co their faces, and make a ſmoak under their noſes, 
and this bringeth them to themſelvs again , thus when 
wee are in « {piritnall ſwoun, God ſendeth ſom afflition 
orother, and that inſtantly fercheth our breath apain, 
and maketh us crie out Lord help. A moſt remarkab'e 
place for this wee have Is. 26. 16. Lord in trouble have 
they viſited thee they poured ont a prater when thy chaſte. 
—F yy bro Ping was npon them : they did but dropa prayer before 
choice. (as one excellently glofleth ir )but now they poxy out a 
rayer ; and now it is a prayer indeed, which they pour 
Expertus lo= Gyr; a prayer full of life, ſpirit, efficacic: a prayer that 
=] carrieth cut the veric heart and ſoul of a man to-God 
with it. 
5. Afflictions have a workin reference to Death, to 
Ecclefatic, Which they reconcile us, and make us ſtand with 0- 
cap. 42.1-2, penarms ready to imbrace it. 0 death how bitter is thy 
remembrance, to him that liveth at eaſe in his poſſesions, 
anto the man that hath nothing to *1ex him, and that hath 
See Dr Tuckny proſperitie in all things | 0 death acceptable is thy ſentence 
In his death gat the needy. When a man hath the world athis 
gifarmed c.3 .11; hee is loth to leave it; when hee is warm here in 
2 wel-feathered neſt, he hath no minde to bee on the 
wing to flic hence ; but when hee is plucked out wg" 
is 
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his warm neſt, and his feathers are diſperſed, when he "the 
is placed with Job upon ghe dunghil, with Jeremie in ws 4 
the dungeon. O then wellcom death ! who will bide me jow14.1s; 
in the Grave? f 

6 Af ftions havea work in reference to our Glo» 
ry, not only preparing w for it by all the fore- mentio- 
ned particulars, but alſo improveing it, and that both 
dircitly and accidentally, 1. direly : the dodrine of 
degrees of Glory is ſomthing controverted in theſe 
later times, among Divines of the reformed way. I 
finde 0xe politively aſſerting it ; another propounding 
arguments on both ſides, and then modeſtly diſmiſfing 
itz athirdabſolutely determininz againſt ir.His reaſons 
Ict others examine ; for my part I cannot ſee any i- 
conveniencieattending,nor any advantage given to the 
adveriary by the firſt opinion. Now ſuppoſing that 
there are degres of Glory, I do verily belicv, that ſuch 
as both do well, and ſuffer for doing well,ſhall ſhine Sic parri cce- 
brighteſt in Glory : the hardeſt ſervice ſhall have the <fipiun <> 
higheſt recompence however. 2. Our Glory cannot plus laborances 
but recciv an accidental improvement from our afflicti- mma. . 
ons ; and the ſharper the labor, the ſweeter the reſt ikeatin 
muſt needs bee. When a man commeth out of the 
cold, piercing, cutting aEr, into a .clole warm room, 
itmuch advanceth the comfort of it : when a man is 
taken out of a dark dungeon, it is much the more plen- 
ſant to him that his eyes behold the light of the Sung 
inlike manner when a man is taken from afflitions 
to Glory, it will then bee Glory indeed. Thus have 
I cleared the Doctrine. =_ mee now, beloved, is not ug. 


here 


. 2 mchius, Mar+ 
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here a ſolid argument to cxcire our patience, a firm . 

ground of comfort in all our afflitions 2 who would 

not endure cutring for ſuch a cure £ who would nor be 

content to ſay] through a troublous ſea, for the gain- 

ing ſuch atreaſure 2 who would not readily ſwallow 

the bitrereſt pill to procure eternall health £ when you 
| fret and foam under affliction, do yee not forget your 
Heb. 12.5. felvs, and the Cor/olations the Scriptures affoard you ? 
or do not thele conſolations ſeem ſmall unto you 2 the 
one argueth your negligence, the other your angrate- 
fullneſs, both, your extream vanity and folly. 

Confider I pray you, 1. what the affliction is that 
worketh' your Glory : 2. what the Glory is that is 
1 Confiderati- wrought by affliction. Firſt conſider what your af- 
ws Wh Aiion is that worketh your Glory : is-it any thing 
; 1. oo I but ( as the word importeth) a preſſure *-it is indeed 

God's wine-preſs, you are his pretious wine-berries : 

and what doth the grape loſe by the preſſing, beſides 
aſkin'of no value ? as for the noble blood thereof,ir is 
carefully preſerved, and preferred to higher ſervices:it 
corn's'to be ſerved upin Chriſtall,andrun's inthe veins 

| | of Princes, Our Engliſh word Tribulation, ſeemeth 
Tye in- to mee tobee of Latine extraction ; it cometh. from a 
quo fruges word that fignifieth a threſhing inſtr#ment: what doth 
maturz 12 2» the wheat lole by the flail beſides the huſk ? affliction. 
Lu, Vives in my preſs and drive us out of our houles,eſtates,coun- 
Aug. deciv. tries, ; the veric worſt it can do 1s but to prels our fouls 

lib 1.c. %. out of our bodics; and what are all theſethings but 
films and husks of no value 2 the wine, the wheat, ths - 
precious and immortall ſoul, when it is quite ſtri E 
YT « ? 4 t « 


Job, 15. 17. 


The work of affliction. Is 
theſe husks, 1s in a better condition than ever it was 
before, You ſee what affliction is in it ſelf ; now con-_ 
ſider itinit's adjuncts r. It is /ight affliction, light as 4 Ganges 
feather, exceeding light, Light to what it might be:our wuſeutue. 2 
heavenly Father, -72g/t ( it hee fo pleaſed ) double his 
ſtrokes,hee might throw away rods & chaſtize us with 
ſcorpions. Apaine,lit is light to what wee. have deſerved 
it ſhould bee : any thing leſs than hel is leſs than wee 
have deſerved: if a traitour that hath deſerved the gib- —_— Nie- 
bet, ſhould bee made only ſmart a little with a wp, ox pages,» 
ſuffer ſom ſmall pecuniary mul&,would hee net look. in ſei. lib. 2. 
upon his puniſhment as /rg4# ? thou art a traitour, © ©? *5: 
ſinner,thou haſt rebelled againſt heaven, fire and brim- 
ſtom may juſtly bee thy portion for for ever: if there- 
fore Ged judge thee now,that hee may not condemn theg, 
with the world hereafter, haſt theu not cauſe to look 
upon this as a very light affliction 2 yet further, It is. 
light to the ſpirit, though burdenſom to the fleh,and 
that upon a double account. 1. becaus wee ſuffer for 
Chriff whom wee love in ſincerity , and love. maketh 
hard things cafic, heavy things light. os 
But my ſufferings,may ſom good man ſay, are not ou. 
for Chriſt ; they are tor ſin. 
Yet then are they not intollerable; they ar layd Soi. 
upon thee by the hand of a Father, and that for thy feb. 12. 7, 
good, thatthou mayeſt bee brought out of love with. _ | 
thy ſin, and bee made partaker of hs holineſs, Inſuch 
a caſe thou ſhouldeſt bee ſorrowfull for thy provocati- 
on ; ſenſible of his diſpleaſure; bur there is no reaſon; 
why thou ſhouldeſt cither free or fait under his hand: 
£3 Teremiah's 


Lam,3431.32, 
33+ 


Rom.$.18, 
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Jeremiah's frame would much betrer becom thee, 7 
will bear the indignation of my God,becauſ I have ſinned 
againſt him. The Lord will not caſt off for ever : but 
though hee cauſe grief, yet will hee have compaſſion accor- 
ding to the multitude of his mercies. For hee doth not af- 


flutt willingly nor griev the children of men, 2. Becauſ 


wee ſuffer with Chri#t, who is [exſible of all our ſuffe- 
rings, will ſapport us under them, and in due time ej. 
ver us from them; Hence though wee bee troubled on e- 
very fide, wee are not diſtreſſed ; though wee are perplexed, 
yet wee arenot in deſpair; though wee are perſecuted,yet wee 
are not forſaken , thoagh wee bee caſt down, yet wee are not 
deſtroyed 2. Cor. 4. 8. 9. 

2. Itis afflition that enaureth but 4 moment ; it is 
called elſwere the aflition of rh preſent time :and the 
Apoſtle telleth us time is bur ſhort, contracted, wrapt up 
like the ſails of a ſhip when ſhe com's near to harbour; 
and therefore thus hee argueth, rhoſe that weep ſhould 
bee as if they wept not. I remember what Mthanaſius,the 
Jewell of his age, ſaid touching the Arrian perſecution 
that it was nabecula-cito tranſitura, acloud that would 
ſoon: bee blown over : and what our jewel, whom 1 may 
juſtly cearm the Athanaſius of his age,ſaid ofthoſe M2- 
rian dayes that they woulda net laft long, the like may ve 
ſay of ourafflitions. And thar this troublous ſtream 
will ſeon be dricd up,wee may aſſure our ſelvs, whether 


wee conſider 


t. The ſpring from whence they riſe , that is - 


the wrath of God; but a Father's wrath with his 


childen will not laſt long Iſa. 54. 7.8. For a ſmall mo- 


wen 
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moment have forſaken thee, but with great mereies will ! 
gather thee, In a little wrath 1 hid my face from thee, for 
« moment, but with everlaſting kindneſs 1 will have mer- 
cie on thee, ſaith the Lord thy redeemer. 
2. The channell in whichthey run: it is the life of 

man:and what & our life ? it is even a vapor that appea- Jam. 4; 14; 
reth for alittle time and then vaniſheth away. There can- 
not bee long affliction in a ſhore life. Thus much 
of the firſt conſideration. 

2. Confider the Glory wrought by your affliQion, 2: Confidera- 
1, it is Glory fimply, and abſolutely. No glory to bee ©? 
compared with it. Ir is ſuch a glory as admitteth no Gerard in loe: 


Lyperbole, 2. It is a weight of glory : and that forthe (97: 4c vie . + 


precionſneſs of it. It is very rare : few there bee that Czlum non = 
finde ir. And it can never bee bought roo dear. Gold, paritur hyper- 
wee ſay, may, but glory cannot. For the plenteonſueſs ,_ , ,. 
of it, Kd Soul ſhall bee a veſſel brim full of wen hin —_ 
For the ſublantialneſs of it, it is not like the glory of 95 vpon the 
this world, faſbyand frothy ; butit is ſolidand ſabanti- BAtEs,;,, i 
all, a Kingdonse that cannot bee moved, a Crown that fa- loc. 
deth not away, an inheritance incorruptible. Hence : 36-” Pet, T. 
It is called an eternal! weight of glory. O Eternity ! 
a vaſt gulph that {walloweth up all expreſſions, al con- 
ceptions ! eye hath not ſeen, nor hath ear heard, nor hath 
it entered into1he heart of man to conceiv what js the ſur- 
paſving excellencie of that glory which the affliQions- * 
of the Saints work for them. | 

O vain worldliogs ! thar purſue, like Children emp-' Concluſion; 
ty bubbles,and neglec ſolid and ſubſtantiall comforts. 
© fools ! that chuſc fin rather than afflition, _ 

; they 
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Heb. 11: 25- they (ee plainly that the pleaſures of {in are but for a ſea- 
ſen,& that the glory of afflition holdeth out to eterni- 
ty. 

| Do you (O yee Saints ard fervants of the moſt 
T3 + *. high God) doyou 7hiak on theſe things : take a daily 
1” profpet of your heavenly glory, carry this Text in 
your boſome, as acordiall againſt your fainting firs : 

and if the Text bee too much, keep but one word in 

Una yoce qua your minde,to wit, G/ory. Ceſar [tilled the tumulrs of 

1 9 his Soldiers with one word, ,2wirizes. this one word 

appellirar, fa. Glory (criouſly-thought upon, will ill a legion of tu- 

cile circume- myltuous thoughts within you. Glory will anſwer all 

; tho is Tali? affliQions : if your affliction bee lols of reputation, 

cap.7, Glory will honor you with a new name : if your affli- 

ion bee loſs.of goods, Glory will enrich you. and 
chat with durable riches ; if loſs of friends, G/ory will 
bring you to your godly friends agatn ; and above all 
ro your belt friend Feſus Chrift , if it bee hunger, Glory 
will feed you with hidden Manna: if it bee nakedneſs, 
Glory will cloathe thee with a long white robe- if ſick- 
neſs, Glory will reſtore thee to perpetuall health : if fin 
(which is really the greateſt affliftionto a Saint) G/ory 
will preſent-thee perfeQ in Holineſs. Ina word what 
comfort can bee wanting to that man; whom Glory 


hath lodged-inthe boſome of God? I have done with : 


the firſt. argument inthe Texrdrawnfrom the comfor- 
fable effect of the Saints affliRions : I ſhould come to 
the ſecond, drawn from the grations diſpoſition of the 
Saints, -wee look not at the things that are ſeen , but I 
have already fpent too much upon your paticace, - 
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Tneecd not crave your leave to ſpeak a word ortwo 
of the Worthie Gemlewomap, whoſe mournfull herſ wee 
" ſce before us ; I know you expeR i:, I am ſure ſhee de- 

ſervedit. A god woman ſhee was, and that is com- 

mendation enough for any mortall, ſeeing the ward 
of God which endureih for ever, is honored with no 
higher Epithet, than the good word of God. 

Shee was known to mee onely in her Widow- 
hood, and therefore I ſhall draw all my ſpeech fram 
a paſſage ofthe Apoſtle Pau! concerning widowes 1. 
Tim. 5. 2. Honor Widowes that are Widowes indeed. Mrs 
Eliſabe:h Harvey was awidow indeed, ſhee truſted in 
God, yet ſo as not to tempt tfim, ſhee lookt not upon 
earthly things with an eye of confidence ; but ſhee did 
wiſely lookafter earthly things with ancye of provi. 
dence. Chriſtianity and good hnſwifery may well ſtand 
together: yea, if any provide not for their own they are worſ” - 
than Infidels. 

Shee continued in ſupplications and praiers night and. 
day : her cloſet was: morning and eveving perfumed 
with thoſe ſweet odoyrs. Shee lived not delicately (as. 
many do'thar are dead while they live.) but deweutly, 
but ſoberly, but 2emperately, and ſo ſhee liverh now ſhe 
is dead. She was the wife onely of one man, ſhee was well re- 
ported of for good works : andif the world had buryed 
them in ſilence, though don without any the leaſt af- 
fecation of praile, the backs and bowels of the poor 
that ſhee covered and refreſhed, would have ſpoken 
for her. and havexeprovcd it'senvy. Shag was wgi- 
ant and careful i» 6r/fging »p Children, ang bl _ 
I agg ®. . 408 *% # > - TM 
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be God wee see the fruits of it. Shee was very b4ſ- | 
pitable, very humble, and could bee contentto fubmir. * 
ro the meaneſt office to which charity direRed her: if. 
it had becn to waſh the Saints feet, I dare ſay (hee would 
not have refuſed it. 

As ſhee lived, ſo ſhee died in the faith (which is the 
commendation given by the Apoſtle to thoſe Antient 
worthies Heb. 11.) the laſt words I heard her utter 
were thelſc, Lord 1beliew, help my unbelief. 

What remaineth now but that wee bleſs God for 
Proy« 10.5, her; and giveher the honor due unto her 1. the ho- 
Pſal. 112. 6. nor of Commemoration. The memory of the juit is bleſ- 
fed, and therighteous {ball bee had in everlaſting remem- 
braxce. 2. the honor of imitation. whoſe faith follow, _ 
conſidering the end of their converſation. To conclude 
all, I know it is a great afflition, to forgo ſuch a mo- 
ther, ſuch a ſiſter, ſuch a friend, ſuch a neighbour + 
* but let this bee our comfort, ſhee hath exchanged 
earth for heave; her body feel's none of thoſe pains, 
ſickneſſes, weakneſſes, none of all thoſe inconvenien- 
ces which our mortall condition is ſubje to ; and her | 
Soul feel's- that bleſſed weight of Glory, which wee all + 
grone for. Shee is gone before, and wee (if wee fol- 
low her ſteps) ſhall not bee long ater : Haſte, H 
Rev. 22, 20. $0 heaven Come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. '{ — x 


Heb. 13.7. 
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